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Instrumentation

1 Flute
1 Oboe
1 Clarinet in B[
1 Bassoon

2 Horns in F

4 First Violins
3 Second Violins
3 Violas
2 Violoncellos
1 Double Bass

Seating Plan

Hn.

Fl. 
Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Vn. I

Vn. II Va.

Vc.

DB.



General Information

Palimpsest is an algorithmic work for chamber orchestra. Since
it is generated by a computer program that uses random num-
bers, a different version of this work is output at each execution.
Thus, it is recommended that the performers generate a new
version for each concert (more on this below). Also, the perform-
ers may play more than one single version on a same concert.

Durata: averagely 18’

General Performance Notes

Throughout this whole work, only two dynamic markings are
used: forte and piano. Every note whose length is shorter than
a crotchet is to be played as forte, while every note equal to or
longer than a crotchet is to be played piano. Small variations
within a dynamic level are allowed, but the interpreters should
try to create two distinct musical layers, one for each dynamic
level.
All accidentals in this score are notated as sharp.

Generating a unique version

In order to generate a unique version of this work, it is necessary
to have the following programs installed on a Linux or Windows
computer:

• The programs palimpsest.out and palimpsestFullScore

.out (for Linux) or palimpsest.EXE and palimpsestFull

Score.EXE (for Windows), and their subfolders, which can
be freely obtained by sending a request message to gilberto.
agostinho.f@gmail.com

• LilyPond, which can be downloaded from www.lilypond.org

To generate a score, simply execute the file palimpsest.out or
Palimpsest.EXE (depending on your OS) and wait until a score
is automatically generated as a pdf file (this may take a few
minutes). To generate a new score, simply run the executable
file once again. To create the full score on A3 paper and all
individual parts of the last generated version, simply execute
palimpsestFullScore.out or PalimpsestFullScore.EXE (once
again depending on your OS). Please note that the parts do not
automatically contain cue notes and that the page turning may
need to be manually tweaked in LilyPond. The LilyPond files of
a particular version are located on the subfolder lyFiles.

IMPORTANT NOTE: after generating a score, another execution
of palimpsest.out or Palimpsest.EXE will result in the loss of
all previously generated files (they will all be overwritten)! If you
wish to keep a particular version of this composition, please copy
all its files to a safe location.
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